
In a few moments you will step out into
the hall and begin the concerto you’ve
spent over a thousand hours preparing. The first minute will 
feel strangely disconnected, but soon you will  settle in and before
too long you will realize that this is the most thrilling moment
you’ve known.

T  E N D S  W I T H  T H E  C O N C E R T.  T H E  O R C H E S T R A
has already settled itself on the stage; the concert grand piano
has been tuned, and you’ve run a few scales earlier in the day.
The conductor has checked on you a few times to make sure

you’re not going to faint in front of her, and though you appear
outwardly calm, you can hardly describe your inner excitement.

And the winner is....
B Y  D O R O T H Y  S A V I T C H

I

{ Dear Conservatory Community, 

W E L C O M E  T O  A N O T H E R  E X C I T I N G  A N D  F U L L  Y E A R  O F  E N R I C H I N G  L I V E S  T H R O U G H  M U S I C
at the Brooklyn-Queens Conservatory!  Fall brings a renewed energy to all of our pursuits, especially music. In the 
following pages, you will read about a few of the new projects we are taking on, including our collaboration with 
the Berkeley Carroll School, and our first annual Young Musicians Concerto Competition, both important new ways 
for the Conservatory to engage the community. Of course we will continue to bring you what you have come to expect
from us over the last 110 (or so) years — music instruction of the highest quality for people of all interests, ages and 
abilities, and hundreds of performances throughout the year.

I couldn’t possibly begin to describe here all that we have to offer, so if you haven’t gotten your hands on a copy
of our catalog, please stop by the Conservatory and pick one up, or take a look online at www.bqcm.org. We accept
enrollments year-round for our hundreds of lessons and classes. If you like music, I guarantee you that we have some-
thing for you — all you have to do is ask! We are always here to help you find the right private instructor or the class
that most closely matches your abilities and interests, whether beginner or aspiring professional.

I am particularly proud of our concert series this year. We worked hard to include professional performances of
the highest quality that our community wants to hear, from our highly regarded jazz series featuring acts like Kenny
Baron and Don Braden, to our MusicNOW! series full of chamber music and world music performances — right here
in Brooklyn!   

We have 25 partner locations throughout Brooklyn, Queens and Manhattan where we provide music therapy to
people living with disabilities and other life issues. We also work with 40 schools and community-based organizations
to bring music into the lives of our city’s children and seniors. As we continue to make new partnerships and serve
thousands and thousands of people, we are all enriched by each new life we touch with music. We can only do this with
your support, so please consider including the Conservatory in your charitable giving this year. We can’t do it without you!

I thank you for being part of the Conservatory community. Let’s make some music together!
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Executive Director
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THE BROOKLYN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC HOLDS ITS F IRST CONCERTO COMPETIT ION,  THIS  YEAR FOR PIANISTS,  OPEN TO NEW

YORK CIT Y RESIDENTS AGED 16  OR UNDER AS OF DECEMBER 31ST,  2009 .  STUDENTS MAY CHOOSE ANY CONCERTO BY MOZART,  OR

HAYDN,  OR FROM THE F IRST FOUR BEETHOVEN CONCERTI .  F INALISTS WILL  PERFORM IN FRONT OF A  PANEL OF  JUDGES IN L ATE

NOVEMBER.  THE WINNER WILL PERFORM WITH THE BROOKLYN CONSERVATORY COMMUNIT Y ORCHESTRA IN

JUNE,  2010 .  FOR MORE INFORMATION,  V IS IT  THE CONSERVATORY’S  WEBSITE  AT WWW.BQCM.ORG.

Continued on page 2



HE MUSIC THERAPY DIVISION, BOTH ON-SITE AND IN 
outreach settings as well as our Music Therapy Autism Center,
continued to grow and flourish over the spring and summer. 
We  welcomed new therapists Eric Fraser and Ann Dewan. Some

highlights include:

ARC Concert:
The ARC Program is groups
of adults with developmental
disabilities and autism, who
come to the Conservatory for
weekly group music therapy.
They recently presented a
wonderful concert for friends
and family in our concert hall.
Much appreciation goes out
to therapist Kate Richards
Geller, for her leadership and

graceful presence in ensuring the great success of the event. 

New Foster Care Programs:
The Music Therapy Division successfully completed two new outreach
pilot programs addressing the therapeutic needs of children, adoles-
cents and families in the foster care system. At New Alternatives for
Children, we provided music therapy groups for adolescents in foster
care, where the participants drummed together and wrote and
recorded music expressing and reflecting their experiences. At SCO
we collaborated in an innovative program, using music therapy to
strengthen the bond and communi cations between foster parents and
children with emotional and behavioral issues.   

Autism Speaks Autism Walk: 
Students from PS 77, one of our partner schools for children on the
Autism Spectrum, performed at the Autism Walk at the South Street
Seaport. Thanks to therapist Melanie May Po for the wonderful expe-
rience the students had as they performed an instrumental composition.

News from the Music Therapy Division
B Y  M E L A N I E  N E V I S

In the weeks prior to that night you rehearse with the orchestra,
and you recognize that certain passages you thought had been 
mastered still need work. You discover a musical conversation between
the woodwinds and the piano, and you learn that the slow movement,
while slow, is actually harder in many ways than the faster outer move-
ments. You wonder what the piano at the concert hall will be like—
you won’t actually get to play it until the dress rehearsal the night 
before the concert.

Six months earlier you performed at the actual competition. Out
of 50 taped submissions, yours was among 15 to make it to the finals.

You know many of the other students who are competing against you,
and you’ve read about the panel of judges, which includes three virtu-
oso pianists. Though you are only playing with an accompanist today,
your teacher has told you that every move you make will be evaluated
by the judges, and that from your very first note you must be totally 
immersed in the music, completely convincing.  

A year ago you sat at the piano bench while your teacher placed
these pages of music in front of you. You had asked to learn this partic-
ular concerto, having heard it and loved it for many years. You open the
book and lower your hands. It starts here.  

Piano concerto competition, continued from cover

T

R O O K LY N  C O N S E R VAT O R Y  O F  M U S I C  I S  T H R I L L E D
to announce the launch of a wonderful new partnership with the
prestigious Berkeley Carroll School to provide music instruction
to students who wish to participate after school. This new 

endeavor will allow two of the most established 
educational institutions in Brooklyn to share their
strong passion for learning and enhance the lives of
their many constituents. Robert Vitalo, Head of
Berkeley Carroll, said, “This partnership under-
scores Berkeley Carroll’s commitment to harness-
ing the vast resources found only in New York City.
We are also pleased to announce that now every
Middle Schooler at Berkeley Carroll will play an instrument.”  

This program will allow students at the Berkeley Carroll School to
draw on the expertise, experience, and resources of the Brooklyn
Conservatory’s extraordinarily talented faculty. Students will be able 
to receive specialized music instruction in familiar and comfortable 

surroundings and attend the numerous professional concerts that the 
Conservatory presents which include performances by highly acclaimed
jazz, classical, contemporary and world musicians.

The Partnership will offer private music instruction including a full
range of instruments, extensive vocal and instrumen-
tal group classes and provide students with frequent,
exciting opportunities to take part in public recitals.
Lessons will take place after school hours at Berke-
ley Carroll’s own facilities.

Both Berkley Carrol School and the Conservatory
anticipate this will become a model for future part-
nerships between arts and education institutions.

The Conservatory and Berkeley Carroll look forward to providing a uni-
fied and exceptional approach to learning together.  
Dr. Timothy Ruedeman is the Director of the Conservatory’s partner-
ship with the Berkley Carroll School

Exciting new partnership brings exceptional schools together
B Y  D R .  T I M O T H Y  R U E D E M A N
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November
Saturday, November 14, 8 pm
M U S I C  N O W !
Emilio Solla
$10/$5 students & seniors
Conservatory Concert Hall

Sunday, November 22, 3 pm
M U S I C  F O R  FA M I L I E S
Hayes Greenfield 
& Jazz-a-ma-tazz 
Conservatory Concert Hall
$10/$5 students & seniors

December
Saturday Dec. 5, 8 pm
B R O O K LY N  C O N S E R VAT O R Y  
C O M M U N I T Y  O R C H E S T R A
Dukas/Mozart
St. Saviour High School
588 Sixth Street, Park Slope
$15/$8 students & seniors

Saturday Dec. 12, 8 pm
J A Z Z  AT  T H E  C O N S E R VAT O R Y  
Grady Tate
Conservatory Concert Hall
$25/$15 students & seniors

January
Saturday, January 16, 8 pm
M U S I C  N O W !
Leo Adamov
$10/$5 students & seniors
Conservatory Concert Hall

Saturday, January 23, 8 pm
J A Z Z  AT  T H E  C O N S E R VAT O R Y  
Don Braden
$25/$15 students & seniors
Location: TBA

Friday, January 29, 8 pm
B R O O K LY N  C O N S E R VAT O R Y
C H O R A L E
Mozart’s Requiem
Conservatory Concert Hall
$10/5 students & seniors

Sunday, January 31, 3 pm
B R O O K LY N  C O N S E R VAT O R Y
C H O R A L E
Mozart’s Requiem
St. Ann & Holy Trinity Church
157 Montague Street, 
Brooklyn Heights
$10/$5 students & seniors

February
Saturday, February 6, 8 pm
N E W  M U S I C  C O L L E C T I V E
East Meets West I
$15/$10 students & seniors
Conservatory Concert Hall

Saturday, February 13, 8 pm
M U S I C  N O W !
Mike Rose
Conservatory Concert Hall
$10/$5 students & seniors

Sunday, February 14, 3 pm
M U S I C  F O R  FA M I L I E S
Women of the Calabash
Conservatory Concert Hall
$10/$5 students & seniors

March
Saturday, March 20, 8 pm
M U S I C  N O W !

Mark Johnson
$10/$5 students & seniors
Conservatory Concert Hall

Friday, March 26, 8 pm
N E W  M U S I C  C O L L E C T I V E

CME 
$15/$10 students & seniors
Conservatory Concert Hall

Saturday March 27, 7:30 pm
B R O O K LY N  C O N S E R VAT O R Y  
C O M M U N I T Y  O R C H E S T R A

Prokofiev
Tchaikovsky
Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims 
75 Hicks Street, 
Brooklyn Heights
$15/$8 students & seniors

Brooklyn Conservatory of Music   
Upcoming Concerts
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The Conservatory is hosting an event to celebrate the participants, 
therapists and families in its Music Therapy Program on Thursday, 
January 28th at 6:30pm in our concert hall. This is an opportunity for
anyone interested in learning more about Music Therapy and sup-
porting the Conservatory’s services. Attendees  will meet others com-
mitted to this important work as well as some of our therapists and
participants. To learn more about this event please contact Lucy Wal-
ters-Maneri at lwalters@bqcm.org.  
Melanie Nevis, Director of Music Therapy, was a contributing author to a
newly published book “Community Healthcare in Cuba” by Lyceum Press. 

B R O O K LY N  C O N S E R V AT O R Y  O F
M U S I C  I S  P L E A S E D  T O  A N N O U N C E :

Teen Saxophone Competition
W I N  A  YA M A H A  T E N O R  S A X O P H O N E !

Special guest judge, world class horn player: Don Braden

The competition finals will
precede a Jazz at the Conser -
vatory concert by highly 
acclaimed saxophone mas-
ter Don Braden. The three 
finalists, along with a guest
of their choice, will be invited
to hear this renowned, sea-
soned professional. Braden, who along with Brooklyn Conservatory
instructors, will be judging the competition finals, is a world class jazz
musician, award winning composer and leading recording artist. 
For the lucky finalists this is once in a lifetime opportunity to gain 
invaluable professional advice from an inspiring educator and 
outstanding horn player.

Entry Requirements:
 Contestants must be between 10-16 years of age at time of audition
 Contestants must not own a saxophone 
 Contestants invited to the finals must attend or forfeit their chance

of winning

Auditions will be held in the Brooklyn Conservatory Concert Hall:
Friday, January 8, 4pm–7pm and Saturday, January 9, 4pm–7pm

Competition finals will be held on:
Saturday, January 23, 3pm–6pm

For more information call 718.622.3300 or visit our website at
www.bqcm.org.
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having gone there. Even in grief and suffering, the fact that music has an 
impact is just remarkable and exhilaratingly hopeful.

Who are some of the musicians who inspire you?
K R G : In the early years: Judy Garland, Joni Mitchell, James Taylor, John
Denver, Bobby Short.  Later: Mercedes Sosa, Holly Near, Carlos Gardel, Bobby
McFerrin, Nancy LaMott, Nina Simone. Current: Lisa Sokolov, Silvia Nakkach,
Renee Manning, Rhiannon.

Could you tell us one thing about yourself that we don’t know and may
find surprising?
K R G : I played Bonnie in Anything Goes twice —in high school and in the
local community teen theater production. Totally type-cast. I was cute as a
button back in the day…. if that’s not surprising, then I’ll tell you that I was
painfully shy as a kid. People are usually surprised about that.

Pool or Ocean? 
K R G : Ocean.

Cranberries or Strawberries? 
K R G : Strawberries.

Sponge Bob or Patrick?  
K R G : Bugs Bunny (I’m older than I look).  

Where are you originally from and
how did you find the Conservatory?
K R G : Born and raised in Fairfield, 
Connecticut. I don’t recall exactly, but 
I responded to a job posting at the 
Conservatory. Previously I worked as a
Music Therapist at the Therapeutic
Learning Center (TLC) with which
Melanie Nevis was associated. I think
she actually started the program there.
So it wasn’t completely blind chance.

At what age did you start playing music?
KRG: I’ve always been a singer and then played glockenspiel in school bands
and took piano lessons as a child – probably age 8.

What made you choose Music Therapy?
K R G : I was looking for a day job where I would be of service to the commu-
nity and also incorporate my musicality. A Jesuit friend told me about Music
Therapy and, after some research, I visited a woman who worked with 
children with autism. Immediately I saw that music could make a meaningful
connection and was inspired to learn more about it. I attended NYU and 
received a Masters Degree in Music Therapy in 1997.

What is the most challenging aspect of the work you do?
K R G : Venturing into the unknown of a person’s world with every aspect of
myself; music is the guide and the vehicle (sometimes we use the term: 
container). There is so much presence and attention required for this task,
it’s quite exhausting. 

What is the most rewarding aspect of the work you do?
K R G : The very same element that is challenging is rewarding. I never know
what we will find when we enter the musical realm and there is always joy in

Meet Kate Richards Geller: Esteemed Music Therapy faculty member chats
with Brooklyn Conservatory of Music about joy, challenges, oceans and fruit
B Y  L U C Y  W A LT E R S - M A N E R I
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Do you have an unused band or string instrument in good repair?  
Music Partners welcomes donations!  We’ll place your instrument with
a music student at one of our neediest partner schools.  For further 
information contact Dorothy Savitch, Director of Music Partners, at
718.622.3300 x 21, or at dsavitch@bqcm.org.


